
Hello, my name is Tomoka Ono, and I’m from Shiogama. I graduated from Tohoku University of Art and Design in Yamagata this year, and I’m 

currently working in Sendai and creating art. The work that I’ll be presenting to you today is a collection of my prints to date

This is one of the practice woodcut prints that I did while at University using water and oil-based ink. At that time, I was trying to find a medium 

that worked best for me and this piece ended up giving me direction for my art practice

I usually draw and paint people, so the main theme for my woodcut prints is also people. I am really interested in drawing figures, but 

portraying people in paint is completely different from doing it in printmaking. So, I struggled with the subject matter and thought how 

complicated it was when I was making this piece. In spite of this realization, I have decided to continue utilizing this theme. 



This is one of my graduate project pieces, and again, I used the human figure as the subject matter. It may be relevant at this point to share 

that I am very interested in Japanese history and I was reading a lot of books and watching films about the Warring States period (1467-1568) 

while I was working on this piece. This period really shines a spotlight on elements such as the human instinct to fight, the tremendous energy 

to achieve outcomes, and group desire, and because of this I think it is the era that most highlights the nature of human beings. Drawing 

inspiration from these historical resources I tried to convey the essence of this through the figurative drawings.

After completing a piece, I sometimes stand back and see it objectively and realize “aha, I actually wanted to make something like this.” With 

people as my subject matter, and the woodblock that is created from the printing process, I often wonder what the underlying element of my 

work is. But I can’t describe what this is.

After working on this piece, I realized that I had wanted to communicate a sense of crisis in my work. Although I wanted to make visually 

appealing, heart-warming pieces, it didn’t turn out that way. However, I didn’t want to make just a gentle piece but something that reflected the 

sense of kaos that is missing from our daily calm. I finished this graduate piece at last, and I’m still wondering why it looks so scary. It’s a 

mystery to me. This completes the introduction of my work.



I’ve had wonderful encounters with people through my art practice that have been really invaluable.  

I have always believed that art is not just a form of self-expression, but it also connects people and the world. 

I feel very excited about this project.  

 

Art always helps me to communicate with the world, and I would like to establish cultural ties with Christchurch artists, and continue living and 

connecting with and through art. Thank you for listening


