
To all of you watching this Ustream feed in Christchurch and Japan, allow me to introduce myself. My name is Reiji Ohe and I am a 

photographer. I live in the port city of Shiogama in Miyagi prefecture. 

 

Usually I work as a commercial photographer for books and internet sites, but today I’d like to discuss my art photography. Japanese people 

say that their country is a land of 8 million gods. 

Japanese people say that their country is a land of 8 million gods.  

 

In Japanese, the word “yaoyorozu” literally means 8 million, but it is not meant to be interpreted as a real number. Rather, it is a 

word that describes the vast quantity of gods and spirits that are thought to surround us, which is a quantity so large that it 

cannot be counted.  

 

Not only mountains and the sea, but also trees and flowers, thunder, rain and even the great men who shaped the history of 

Japan are worshiped as gods.



And so, in order to worship and celebrate all of these of gods, there are a multitude of Shinto shrines and Buddhist temples in 

every corner of Japan. There is also a major shrine called Shiogama Jinja in Shiogama, the city where I live. I grew up next to 

this shrine and often went to pray to the gods there, and this became an indispensible part of my life.  

The concept behind these photos is “the spirits held in invisible things”.

photographs you’re now looking at will be shown from June 16th until July 30th in two locations as part of an exhibition entitled 

“Nikitama”.  

 

In Japan, it is thought that gods have two different faces. One, called “aramitama” is the rough, unruly and violent side of gods, 

and characterizes a malevolent spirit. They cause natural disasters, plagues, and spur discord and fighting that is destructive to 

the hearts of humans.  

 

As you all know, on March 11, 2011, the great Tohoku Earthquake and Tsunami hit Japan, and Miyagi prefecture, where I live, 

received a great deal of damage and many lives were lost. Surely we could call these disasters the work of those malevolent 

spirits known as “aramitama”. 



In opposition to the “aramitama” are what are known as “nikitama” spirits. “Nikitama” encompass the gifts of nature, such as rain 

and sunlight, and represent the kind, maternal sides of the gods. This exhibition will present the benevolent “nikitama” aspect of 

the gods.  

For awhile, I could not bear to go near the ocean. I too was among those who lost friends and family in the disaster of March 11. 

However, we humans can’t live without things like water or food. So in the end, we are dependent on the sea. 

 

Now, I think that what we really need is to see nature not as something to fear, but as something to be grateful for. The 

Japanese view of religion is complicated and difficult, and I too don’t fully understand it fully yet. But I hope to deepen my 

understanding of it in the future by continuing to practice photography.  Thank you very much. 


