
The first piece I would like to introduce you to is entitled “Kanojo-no-tame-no-ie: The House for Her”; a little girl laying on her 

back with a little house on her stomach.   I drew this painting immediately after the 3.11 earthquake.  The house does not 

represent a house being lost due to the earthquake; instead, the house is a symbol of something that people seek out the most.

The next drawing is “Hikage: In the Shade”.  The light is coming from the corner behind.  Three girls are afraid of the light and 

two of them are trying to push the other one away in front of them.  Unpredictable things happen in our lives, for instance, 

death, disease, and accidents as well as being in love and childbirth.  What those girls are afraid of is an ordinary life where 

nothing has yet happened.  The “Anxiety”, “Fear”, and “Hope” in daily life are primary themes in my artwork.

Hello, my name is Maiko KANNO. I live in Sendai and am a painter. During weekday mornings, I teach drawing and chromatics at a beauty 

college. I enjoy working there with the fashion and beauty students, whose influence me positively.   

Let me introduce my work. 

Usually, little girls appear in my paintings. Sometimes people ask me, “Do those girls represent you?” I would say the answer is NO, they exist in 

my inner world. I have been creating my art pieces in order to actualize another world existing in myself through those little girls.   



The next piece is “Kare-no-tame-ni: For Him”, which shows two girls in love with a boy who are preparing for their boyfriend’s 

birthday party together.

“Sakusen: Tactics” depicts a girl being given horrific instructions by the person facing her. I think many of us in our childhood 

have an experience such as leaving someone out of the group without any reason.  The way children act is sometimes cruel 

and acute

“Sono-shiten: That View Point” pictures two girls looking up from the same level of observation as a cat in a crowd. I am sure 

that those girls see a totally different world from what we see.  I have shown you five paintings. 



Sometimes, our dreams at night mix what would ordinarily be impossible, with a real situation to create a breathtakingly beautiful scene. My artwork 

doesn’t often express reality. I tend to gather ideas from reality and my imagination, and recombine them like a collage to create another composition. 

To me, drawing is an indispensable part of my routine, although I don’t know when it became this way for me. The world I create in the canvas makes 

me feel at ease and the process of creating this world allows me to feel secure as well as to organize what I feel. I will continue to make heart-felt pieces 

with sensitivity. 

I am not good at expressing myself in words. I hope you could grasp my sense of art. I hope that for all of those watching this, we will one day be able 

to talk face to face. 

Thank you very much for your attention!


